Community Conversation - Consolidation of the Tri-Cities
February 7 & 8 2007

Data — Day 1

Inequities in per person spending e.g., in EMS, Fire & Police districts now,
and how those funds are raised. (property, utility, sales taxes)

Eleven (11) successful consolidations since 1891 in Washington State.
Smaller city economies are less efficient

Projects too big for any one city: regional projects like these need their
intent and funding made transparent to the Tri-Cities as a whole.

Current money for economic development is scattered, uncoordinated in
the Tri-Cities.

Growth will happen; we need to take care to manage it.
Population has increased 2 or 3 fold, but much of the infra-structure hasn’t
kept up (e.g. we're using the same pools the cities used 50 years ago);

this applies, also, to parks.

Consolidation of 4 cities would put the area at #4 in Washington state —
164,000 is the current population of the 4 cities.

Without Pasco a consolidation would make us #6 in the state with a
population 0f116,520 currently.

Data - DAY 2

1980s vote: failed badly in Pasco, failed in Kennewick, passed in
Richland. A second vote also failed.






